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Special features of the Church of the Apostles 
“A beautitul picture” 


They 


witnessed 
the continuous joy 


A new creation 


resurrection continuoushope 


hey He gave them a promise 
received He gave them strength. 


strength He gave them knowledge. 


To preach, 

for the glory They did 
of God, miracles 
out of necessity. 


The joyful proclamation, 
the proclamation for all, 


the spoken experience. 


Faith They Characteristics 
Education founded of 


churche the Apostolic 


Visitation 
Church 


All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. (Acts 2:44) 


The Lord Christ founded the church Himself and chose the 


disciples and apostles: 
The disciples: There are 12 disciples, all of whom were Jewish, and 
they invited other disciples. Moreover, the number 12 refers to the 
12 tribes of the Jews. The twelve were sent to the Jews. 
The apostles: They were 70, all Jewish and from other nations, and 
Christ sent them to the nations. 
The twelve fathers: They are the oldest Christian community that 
lived on earth. They were distinguished by the following: 
+ Messengers: Because they conveyed a message. 
+ Disciples: Because they learned from Christ. 
+ Speakers: Because they were in constant dialogue 
with Christ, not only with their ears but also with 
their eyes, feelings and experiences. 


The image of the apostles is a beautiful image that we continuously go back 
to. 


Characteristics of the Apostolic Church 


Firstly: they have passed on the event of the resurrection 


to humanity. 

It has become the responsibility of every Christian to bear witness to the 
resurrection of Christ. This is also how our fathers, the apostles, passed on 
to the generations so that the generations could live and experience it 
through faith. Thus, they bore witness to the crucified Christ who rose from 
the dead: "He is not here, but is risen!" (Luke 24:6). We find that the 
resurrection appears in the life of the Church in the following: 


1. A new creation: "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation: old things have passed away, new things have come 
into being." (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
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2. Continuous joy: The church celebrates the resurrection every 
day during morning prayer, every week on Sunday, every month 
on the 29th of the Coptic month and every year during the holy 
fifty days so that the light of the resurrection shines into our lives 
throughout the year. 

3. Continuous hope: We say in the Creed "We await the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the coming world. 
Amen." This is the truth that we see with great hope. 


We look/pray towards the East, because Jesus Christ will also be coming 
again from the East. Each person among us stands while praying with 
longing and asks: When will you come, Lord? 


Secondly: they received strength from heaven. 

1. He gave them a promise: a er 
The apostles were ordinary people, . 
called by Christ from the shores of the 
lake and from gathering places, not . 
from the temple. But whenthey were * We get up every day 
chosen, He gave them a promise: and await the 
they will be filled with power from resurrection of the 
above (Luke 24:49). \ 

2. He gave them strength: If 
they had looked at their abilities, they 
would not have left Palestine and 
would not have seen the whole world 
as a field of service. What motivated 
St. Mark to come to Egypt? What moved St. Thomas to travel to India? 
What moved St. Matthew to go to Ethiopia? And Apostle Paul to go to 
Europe? Even though their human potential was very weak? 


With our repentance 


dead and the second 
coming of Christ. 


The power of the Holy Spirit in them completed every weakness and the 
Spirit of God inflamed their hearts. So we see that Peter alone equals zero. 
He denied his Master, but after being reconciled with Christ, he received 
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the power of the Holy Spirit. So he lit a fire, stood before the crowd on the 
day of Pentecost and preached a fiery sermon, through which three 
thousand people accepted the faith. 


3. He gave them knowledge: From where did they have this 
knowledge? Matthew writes a beautiful Gospel, Luke the physician writes 
his Gospel and the book of Acts in order and with eloquence. Mark writes 
about the life story of Jesus Christ and his miracles, while John the Beloved 
writes his sublime, heavenly Gospel. 


Thirdly: they performed miracles and signs. 

1. For the proclamation: "Go and proclaim: The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand" (Matthew 10:7). An example of this would be the healing of the 
crippled man by Peter and John at the gate of the temple. 


2. For the glory of God: The miracles were not for fame or prestige. 
The apostles did not attribute the miracles to themselves but to 
confirm their words. "For many a false Messiah and many a false 
prophet shall appear, and shall shew great signs and wonders, to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect." (Matthew 24:24). 


3. Out of necessity: They performed many miracles. For instance, 
Peter raised Tabitha from death. 


Fourthly: they preached the Gospel. 
1. The joyful proclamation: The church preached the gospel. Every 
house did, people lived and cared for the Bible. 


2. The proclamation for all: They brought joy to all: "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature!" (Mark 16:15). 
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3. The spoken experience: The early church relied on oral traditions as 
there was no written gospel. Accordingly, their life was the gospel they 
lived. 


Fifthly: they founded churches. 

They founded the churches through: 

1. Faith: The church was founded by a group of believers who 
believed in Christ, not by building the church, "they teach all nations" 
(Matthew 19:28). 


2. Education: St Mark founded the theological school in Alexandria 
to teach, communicate and preserve the faith. 


3. Visitation: The churches were established from the believers, 
then they visited the churches, as Apostle Paul did. 


And the spirit of God is still working in the 
church. So after reading the book of Acts, 


the bishops are ordained as a continuation 
of the work of the apostolic fathers. 


13 


Sign of the Apostht Church 


Their motto 
is love 


Their love 
for God 


Their love 
for each other 


Their love 
for others 


“One spirit” 


Their work 
is mercy 


The work 
of Christ 


The work 
of the church 


The work 
of the people 


Their goal 
is eternity 


Being a witness 


to Christ 
Awaiting the 
kingdom 


The work 
of love 


Every day they continued to meet together in the 


temple courts. (Acts 2:46) 
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The community of the early church was very specific and we can call it the 
first fruits of the Christian church. The motto of this community was love 
and the work of mercy. Their goal was eternity and the heavenly share. This 
is the essence of Christianity: a person's motto is love, his work is mercy 
and his goal is eternity. 


Characteristics of the church of the Apostlic fathers 


Firstly, their motto: love 

Love never ends, as apostle Paul said, and this was the motto of the 
disciples: love - or the so-called threefold love: 

1. Their love for God is the motive. 

2. Their love for each other is the secret of their success. 

3. Their love for others. Their love for the people they served gave 
them a share in heaven. 


e Love is the daily need of mankind. Therefore, human life based on love 
never fails but always advances. In addition, the apostle Paul said, "The love 
of Christ surrounds us." What wisdom of words, O great St. Paul! The love 
of Christ surrounds us and embraces us, so that a person feels that God's 
blessing rejoices his heart every morning. 


e Love has led them to live a shared life, to eat with joy and simplicity of 
the heart, and to bear witness to Christ at all times. Our church is an 
apostolic church, belonging to the apostles, and accordingly love is the 
motto of the church. Love is the asset of the church, for it possesses nothing 
but love. 


e Love has made them preserve themselves to be pure. This is the way 
to live. All servants live a life of continuous repentance, as the Lord Christ 
said in His farewell prayer: "And | sanctify myself for them, that they also 


may be sanctified in the truth." (John 17:19). 


e Spiritual health combined with purity made them strong in spirit. 
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Secondly, their work: mercy 
1. The work of Christ: 


e The disciples presented Christ as the desire of the nations. All nations 
longed for the day of Christ's coming. And then Christ came, or Immanuel, 
which means "God is with us". Even before Christ came, the whole world 
longed for his coming. They awaited him through offerings, through the 
law, through symbols and prayers. One question remained constantly in 
their minds: "When will the Messiah come?" 

And Christ came and became present in our midst: "| am with you always, 
even to the end of the world". (Matthew 28:20). 


The One awaited by generations became present and offered mercy. 


If the world longs for Christ, Christ too longs for every human being. He still 
reveals his secrets to the humble, but knowledge can also be a barrier 
between man and the kingdom of heaven. Knowledge is like medicine, 
when there is little knowledge there is danger: "My people perish for lack 
of knowledge" (Hosea 4:6), and when it is present in abundance, man sees 
only himself and not God. 

2. The work of the church: 


The principle on which the church as a whole is based is works of mercy. 
The prayer of the church is "Kyrie Eleison", which means "Lord, have 
mercy", to ask for God's mercy. How could a person live without God's 
mercy? And you, humans, do you have this mercy inside of you? 


3. The work of the people: 


e When there is love, mercy finds its way. Sin dries up a person's heart 
so that he knows neither love nor mercy. Every deed | offer must be done 
in the name of Christ. 
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Because of my love for him and his 
love for me, because of the 
redemption and his sacrifice on the 
cross for my sake, | must offer Christ, 
the desire of the nations, to the 
people in my life. 


If you want to be great, 
think first of the 
practice of humility 


(St. Augustine) 
Thirdly, their goal: eternity 


1. Being a witness to Christ 
2. Awaiting the heavenly kingdom 
3. The work of love 


e What is the meaning of the life of a person who lives on earth and does 
whatever he wants without thinking of his share in heaven? 


e Inthe book of Acts, every event speaks of the kingdom of heaven. Life 
will end one day. Have you ever thought about eternity? Is eternity present 
in your life? Life spent in pleasure deserves judgment. This is why the last 
verse of the Bible says, "Amen. Come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:20). 
“The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the temple 
courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.” (Acts 5:41-42) 


e That is why in our church we see the martyrs, the worshippers, the 
hermits, the ascetics and the spiritual teachers putting eternity constantly 
before them. A person who looks towards heaven with his eyes and his 
heart will be successful and happy on earth because his heavenly share 
awaits him. 


e The disciples were witnesses to the ministry and proclamation and 
their eyes were fixed on eternity. They were witnesses to the sorrow and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and their eyes were focused on 
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eternity. They were witnesses to the ascension into heaven of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


e Thus, the community of the early church lived in love, practiced works 
of mercy and their goal was to have a share in the kingdom of heaven. 


Exercise: 


Read the book of Acts and focus on these 
three terms: 


Love, mercy and eternity. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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What is the church? 


“Wessage trotn heaver” 


“and on this rock | will build my church” 
(Matthew 16:18) 
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e The church is like a part of heaven, as we say in the Lord's Prayer: "On 
earth as it is in heaven." It is "the message of heaven on earth." Every time 
| enter the church and find it so very beautiful, | ask myself how the beauty 
of heaven must be. 


Firstly, the word church: 

e The origin of the word is Hebrew and means "gathering" or" place of 
the people". In Arabic "gathering" or "place of gathering", in Greek 
"Ecclesia" and in Coptic " Te Ekklesia". 

1. gathering 2.community 3.placeofthe people 4. meeting place 


Secondly, the titles of the church: 
1. The house of God 


The 
2. The house of the Eaurehic The Church 
angels not only a is not only 
; a social 
3. The gate to heaven tangible 


purlaine: Us Se community, 
re ISMOLJUSE but the unity 
an Carthly | of the saints 
INSEILUTION,) with Christ. 
but the life 
in Christ. 


4. The bride of Christ 


5. The house of God 


gathers 


among mankind the 


6. The house of worship ual) X65 
of the 
body of 
Christ. 


7. The house of the 
saints 
8. The pillar of truth 


9. The body of Christ 


10. The haven of salvation 
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Thirdly, the concept of the church 

e The confession of the apostle Peter was clear when our Lord Jesus 
asked the disciples, "Who do people think the Son of Man is?" (Matthew 
16:13). They gave a clear answer through the mouth of the apostle Peter: 
"You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God"! (Matthew 16:16). The 
answer of the Lord Jesus Christ, glory be to him, to this was: "upon this rock 
| will build my church" (Matthew 16:18). This is the only time the word 
"church" occurs in the possessive form. 


Fourthly, the understanding of the concept of the church 
1. The body of Christ: 


e The church is not just a building, but members of the body of Christ. In 
the first centuries, in times of persecution and before churches were built, 
Christians prayed in farms, graveyards, caves and crevices in the earth. 
The concepts of "Christ is the head of the church" as well as "the church is 
the body of Christ" are found very clearly in the two letters of our teacher 
St. Paul, the apostle, to the Ephesians and Colossians. 


e In his letter to the Ephesians, he emphasizes that the church is the 
body of Christ and in Colossians he declares that Christ is the head of the 
church. These are the concepts of the church. 

2. The life in Christ: 


The church is not only an earthly institution, it is life in Christ. 


e The Holy Spirit of God works in the church and the church grants us 
the grace of the sacraments with the work of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, 
during the liturgy, the priest or the bishop says: "Your servants this day." 
Notice the word "servants". By "servants" we do not only mean the 
servants of the Sunday School service. Every person who comes to church 
is a servant. Therefore, a well-established tradition in our church is that a 
priest or a bishop does not pray the Mass alone. There must be at least 
three presents: one representing the ministers, one representing the 
people and the bishop or priest who prays. 
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3. The fellowship of the saints: 


e The church is not just a fellowship, the church is the fellowship of the 
saints with Christ. 
Fifthly, the unity of the church: 
1. Its work: 


e The church is not limited in its ministry in time, place or (human) 
essence. The church encompasses space, time and the (human) being. 
2. In fellowship: 


e We say about the church that it is "one". It is characterized by the unity 
that we call ecclesiastical fellowship. 
3. In the unity: 


e The church is a unity, which means that it is not divided and that it is 
united through Christ: The church is unique and there is nothing like it. 
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The status of the church 
“The secret of my joy” 


Firstly, the role of the church: 


The preparation of the faithful 
The sowing of values 


The offer of salvation 


Secondly, the status of the church: 


An existential need 


The presence of Christ 


The gate to eternity 


“built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.” 


(Ephesians 2:20) 
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St. Cyprian (of Carthage, 200 or 210-258) states: "Whoever does not have 
the church as a mother, then God is not a father to him." 


This is where the church gets its position in the life of the believers. 


Firstly, the role of the church: 
1. The preparation of the faithful 
e The church welcomes a 
newborn with the sacrament a 


of baptism and accompanies . Wecan hold activities and | 


him through life until it sends celebrations. This is all 


him off to heaven. good. But the main goal 


' with the highest priority is 
that the people who ) 

participate in the Sunday 
school classes and the 


e As servants, we must be 
fully aware that the purpose 
of serving is that those who 
hear the word of God through 
the ministry have a share in 


beavers _ important educational and 
2. The sowing of values | valuable meetings in all | 
forms have a share in 
e When we were at lunch heaven. 
with the Russian patriarch, a a 


conversation opened Up cn (sss 


how the western world fights 

human traditions. For example, they push economically drained countries 
by offering them aid in exchange for something very strange: that they 
approve of homosexuality! In simpler terms "sin against economic aid". 
How does the world go astray? Therefore, my brothers, it is of great 
importance to be connected to the church, to live in it, to learn from it and 
to educate our sons, daughters and youth within the church according to 
the commandments of the Bible. 
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e Our church is called "orthodox" and orthodoxy is the direct way to 
glorify God in which there is no deception or negligence. We use modern 
technologies and tools of the current time, but with pure principles. 

3. The offer of salvation 


Be aware, my brothers, that "outside the church there is no salvation", as 
St Augustine said. 


He also states: "When Christ appeared in the flesh, the church was hidden 
in him, he did everything for it. And when his body ascended, he was hidden 
in the church. And it does everything for him and with him." 


And St. John Chrysostom (Archbishop of Constantinople, now Istanbul 
(Turkey), 349 or 344 - 407) said an even more beautiful statement: "The 
church is higher than heaven and wider than earth because it can embrace 
them all." 


Secondly, the status of the church: 
1. An existential need 


e We read in the Old Testament about the church of the wilderness, 
which is the tent of revelation that moved with them from place to place. 
It was "God's abode with men" that united them. Then the concept evolved 
and it became a permanent abode. It resulted in the establishment of the 
Temple in Jerusalem. A solid building with splendor, size and divisions, 
inside and out. This temple is the temple in Jerusalem that was destroyed 
in the incident known as the "destruction of Jerusalem". This happened in 
70 A.D. after the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to this day it is still 
destroyed. 

e The temple in the Old Testament gave rise to the church in the New 
Testament. In the beginning, the church was small, built of wood, with very 
few facilities. We hear of the "Hanging Church" which was hung over a 
fortress called the Fortress of Babylon (in Cairo), which was rich in wood. 
We hear of the churches of the monasteries whose wood was attacked and 
destroyed by ants and weevils. But by the early centuries, the church 
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became a building which was called a Christian church and began to spread 
all over the world. 


e The church has become God's abode among people all over the world. 
Its simplest name, often used by small children, is the "house of our Lord". 
Therefore, my brothers, it is the responsibility of each one, young and old, 
to respect the church. Even if the church is simple in its design. It is 
beautiful: in its order, in its rite and in all its components. 

As an extension of this existential necessity, Christ dwells in the church: 
Christ dwells in me. Christ is in us, we have all become members of the 
body of Christ and Christ is its head. 


2. The presence of Christ 


e The church represents the everlasting presence of the person of 
Christ: "Behold, | am with you always, even unto the end of the world." 
(Matthew 28:20). He is present in the believers. The hearts of the believers 
are strengthened and gathered through the church. This is why we have 
learned, "Do you not know that you are God's temple and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you?" (1 Corinthians 3:16). So each of us is a church with an 
altar, namely our heart. Your heart is the altar of your church. And all of us 
together form the living church of God. 

We all participate in the Eucharist at the altar. This is the church and this is 
Christ living in us. 


3. The gate to eternity 


e We pray during each Mass: "He is given for redemption, for the 
forgiveness of sins and for eternal life to those who have a share in Him." 
The church becomes a gate to heaven. We pray towards the East because 
our eyes are fixed on heaven. When the priest calls out, "Where are your 
hearts?" we answer, "They are with the Lord." The apostle Peter's 
statement at the time of the glorification applies to the church: "It is good, 
Lord, that we are here." 
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e And when we sing the well-known song: "My church is my home, my 
mother, the secret of my joy", it is a clear statement about the role of the 
church, because it is given the title of my personal home and my mother. 
+ Have you tried to enter the church when it was empty? 


+ Have you tried to sit in humility after lighting a candle? 


+ Have you had a spiritual experience that you experienced with your whole 
being? 


e Our church teaches us that the iconostasis carries icons of the saints 
who look upon us - upon those who still struggle on earth. For if a person 
always looks to heaven, the earth becomes worthless. A person then 
neither clings to it nor lives in it. He becomes a heavenly human being, and 
if he lives in humility, he becomes worthy of the heavenly share. 
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The Inajesty of the church 


“A burning bush” 


sources of respect 


ihe honor of the word of God 


forms of respect 


| rejoiced with those who said to me, 


“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1) 
28 


e You feel the strong presence of God in the church and will come to 
praise Him saying: | rejoiced with those who said to me “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1) 


Firstly, sources of respect: 
1- The honor of the word of God 


e The dignity of the church comes from the dignity of the holy word 
spoken in it. God's word gives it dignity and majesty. What you hear in 
church are special messages that Christ wishes to share with you. He warns 
you of your sins or gives you wisdom to be able to manage your issues. 

2- The value of priesthood 


e Priesthood is one of the seven sacraments of the church. It could 
equally be called the sacrament of paternity. 

e The priest, by being faithful and God-fearing, becomes the voice of 
God in his ministry. The clergy is "God's share" and includes the deacon, 
priest and bishop. 

e The value of the church is not in its building, but in its priests. 
The priest is not a president, a manager or a person, who is not close to the 
people - he is a father. The word "fatherhood" carries all the special 
meanings. 

e The value of the priesthood is the value of fatherhood. The value of 
the priest grows through the spirit of fatherhood in him. 


3- The honor of tradition 


e Our church is a traditional church with traditions that have been 
passed on and respected from generation to generation. We have received 
our dogma from the early church fathers, which in turn has been preserved 
through tradition. Through traditions we have received our ecclesiastical 
rite, such as the prayer direction towards the East, the holy kiss during 
liturgy and the sign of the cross. 
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4.- The honor of place 


e The church is a place consecrated with the Myron (anointing oil). The 
anointing of myron is the sacrament of sanctification, ordination and 
purification, which makes this place truly a holy place. 

e Earlier when building a church, a chest would be made containing a 
Bible, some coins, a picture of the bishop and patriarch and of the ruler at 
that time. In addition, there are readings that are read at the laying of the 
foundation stone. 


5- The honor of time 


e The church is not only consecrated with the Myron, but also with 
prayers: "How | love your law! | meditate on it all day long." (Psalm 119:97). 

e For example, when we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
building of a church, we celebrate the length of time that holy prayers have 
been kept in that church. Thus, the church sanctifies time. 


Secondly, forms of respect: 
1. Silence and humility 


e Silence is a kind of concentration and conveys a sense of respect and 
reverence. 
2. Lighting candles 


e Electric light is distracting, so it is not suitable to have strong spotlights 
in the church. 
3. Careful movements 


e We move very peacefully in the church and communicate with hand 
movements. 
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4. Appropriate clothing 


e Insome churches in the world, people attend Mass uniformly dressed, 
which may not be appropriate for us. However, we must still be aware of 
appropriate clothing in church, be it at Mass, during the sacrament of 
marriage or baptism. You must be aware that you will meet Christ 
personally when you come to church. 

5. Prostrations and metanoia 


e Ametanoia is a complete bow until the forehead touches the ground. 
It is a sign that all living beings bow before God. Christ fought against the 
shallowness of worship. "My house shall be called a house of prayer." 
(Matthew 21:13). 
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Union with the church 
“A heavetily fellowship” 


First 


Intellectual 
connection 


The Holy Bible 
The teachings 
of the fathe 


~ Second 
Liturgical 
connection 
The sacrament 
of baptism 


Spiritual connectio; 


Discipleship with 
the father of confession 


The secret Prayer and the spiri 
of the Eucharis of repentance 


Fourth 


Social 
connection 


Ecclesiastical 
fellowship 


Church minist 


, . attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ..” (Ephesians 4:13) 
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e Wecan see the connection to the church in the form of a cross, which 
has four ends. There is an intellectual, a spiritual and a social connection, 
all based on the liturgical connection. 


First: Intellectual connection 

1. The Holy Bible: The Old and New Testament and the Agpeya. 

2. The teachings of the fathers: These are passed on to us by a teacher, 
who can be the bishop or priest, who educates us based on what the church 
and the church fathers have preserved. 


The teachings must be based on the Bible and the sayings of the fathers 
and their lives. This is the intellectual connection: That my mind and all my 
thoughts conform to the word of God: "We take all thinking captive so that 
it obeys Christ" (2 Corinthians 10:5) In the church, your mind grows in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ one day at a time. 


Second: Liturgical connection 

e This is the fundamental connection that is the basis of the 
representation of the form of the cross that has been addressed. We also 
call it the connection with the graces of life, these graces of life being the 
sacraments, in particular: 
1. The sacrament of baptism: It is the birth to a new life, as we are 
baptized and reborn to begin our life within the church. The day of 
baptism is a unique day because the child receives three sacraments: 
baptism, chrismation and the Eucharist. This day is the beginning of the 
journey to eternity. It is the first step on a long road that will lead to 
heaven. 


2. The secret of the Eucharist: The Eucharist is the food of the new life; 
man begins to dwell in Christ and is united to the church when he 
participates in the Eucharist. The food is the Holy Body and Blood. This is 
the fundamental, liturgical, vital connection. 
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Third: Spiritual connection 


1. Discipleship with the father of confession: Your discipleship with 
your father of confession is a spiritual discipleship and not a personal one. 
The father of confession is a person who has gained life experiences and 
can therefore give me advice and accompany me on my spiritual journey. 
The conversations with the father of confession should always be of 
spiritual nature rather than on news, stories and discussions. That is why 
the priest holds the cross in his hand during confession, so that the cross is 
between him and the confessor and is the link or bridge that connects the 
two. The priest listens to what you say, prays for you and then guides you 
according to your spiritual level. 

2. Prayer and the spirit of repentance: Your connection to prayer lifts 
you to the spirit of repentance, which brings your attention to the purity of 
your heart. 


Fourth: Social connection 

1. Ecclesiastical fellowship: You are a member of the church and have a 
responsibility towards it. 

2. Church ministry: It is not only about belonging to the church, but also 
about serving in it. We are all servants and there is no one - or there 
should be no one - who does not work or participate in the service of the 
church. You show your connection through your fellowship and your 
service. We call it the social connection. 


e In other words, the connection to the church, my brothers, is an 
intellectual connection to the gospel and the teachings of the fathers. 
There is also the vital or liturgical connection through the sacraments, 
especially baptism and the Eucharist, as well as the spiritual connection 
through discipleship to the father of confession and the prayers that lead 
to repentance - and finally the social connection through your church 
fellowship and through your service in all forms. 
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e The connection to and life in the church is a positive connection and a 
good deed. The connection is vibrant and not just theoretical. If you live 
within these four connections, you will find that you gradually grow in the 
knowledge of Christ. ,,So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers“ (Ephesians 4:11). The distribution of 
ministry among the members of the body is diverse ,, to equip his people 
for works of service, “ (Ephesians 4:12) 

The church is represented by the bishop, the priest, the deacon, the 
servant, the men, the women and the youth. Each one has a role in order 
to become a member of the saints. 


Whoever becomes a member of 
the church belongs to the 


fellowship of the saints. 
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The raine of St: (Mark 


“Our beautiful share” 


School 


Apostle 


Liturgy 


Biography 


“With the passion of one man (St. Mark), a whole nation was 
conquered. With the determination of a defenseless man, 
the condition of a nation was changed and a church (the 
Coptic Church) was founded in its land - a self-sufficient 
church with its head raised." (St. Habib Gerges) 


e St. Mark was born in the province of the five Western cities. The late 
Pope Shenouda Ill appointed His Eminence Anba Pachomius as 
Metropolitan of the territory of Bohaira and the five Western cities. This 
was a revival of this area after a long time of no ministry there. God's grace 
also allowed me to serve there as well as travel to Libya, and to the Mark 
Valley, Bible Valley and Lion Valley. These are all well-known valleys in 
Libya. The birthplace of St. Mark and our church in Tripoli, the capital of 
Libya, is named after St. Mark and | have served there many times. 

e The name of Mark in Arabic consists of four letters (M, R, K, S). These 
tell us something about the character of St. Mark. 


First: The letter M stands for the Arabic word school 
(Arabic “Madrasa’”): 
A theological, educational school as abbreviated with the letter M. 


Education was one of the most important priorities for St. Mark. When he 
preached in the city of Alexandria, the establishment of the Alexandrian 
theological school was one of his most important achievements. The school 
consisted not only of bricks, gravel and cement, but of education, thinking 
and life. 


Afterwards, this school was extended by theological colleges and 
educational institutes in general in Egypt and outside Egypt. 


Second: The letter R: Apostle 

(Arabic “Rasul”): 

He was a writer of one Gospel and one of the 70 apostles of Christ. The four 
gospels were written by the disciples Matthew and John and the apostles 
Mark and Luke. The Gospel of Mark is the oldest, shortest and, so to speak, 
fastest of the gospels. St. Mark was born in Libya (Africa), lived in Palestine 
and was a disciple of Christ (Asia), and went to Rome, which was the capital 
of the Roman world at the time of Christ's birth (Europe). Thus, he is a 
collector of cultures from Africa, Asia and Europe. And when he wrote the 
Gospel, all this world was known to him. 
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St. Mark is a messenger and evangelist. How fortunate we are in Egypt to 
have our share among the apostles and disciples of Christ: St. Mark, who 
wrote the Gospel. 


Third: The letter K: Liturgy (Arabic “Kodas”). 

He is the one who set the foundation of the divine liturgy, later known as 
"Liturgy according to St. Cyril". Then, when St. Cyril, the pillar of faith, came, 
he arranged those rudiments and so the final product, the Cyrillic liturgy, 
was named after him. Until today it is prayed in our churches. 


Fourth: The letter S: a biography (Arabic “Sira”). 
A fragrant biography that ended with the martyrdom of St. Mark. Its 
features are: 


1. Sermons: He toured Alexandria and preached Christ. St. Mark was 
alone at first, then he met Anianus and they became two, and after that 
he met Anianus' family and friends and they became ten, and after that 
ten became twenty, twenty became a hundred, hundreds became 
thousands, thousands became a million, and a million became millions. 


2. Martyrdom: His preaching enraged the pagans, so they arrested him 
and since he did not deny his faith, he was martyred in the countryside of 
Alexandria. If you were to go through one of the streets of Alexandria, you 
would find the blood of St. Mark. Remember that. This is why the Pope of 
our church is called the Pope of Alexandria. Even though the latter is 
based in Cairo (because it is the capital of the country), Alexandria is the 
first city in the land of Egypt that accepted the faith in the Lord Christ. It is 
one of the headquarters of the Apostolic See in the world. 


3. Church: He founded one church, and one church became many more 
churches all over the world. There are numerous churches in the world 
and many fathers serving in Europe, Africa, America, Canada, Australia 
and Jerusalem. 
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e What is this amazing work, O great Saint Mark? He came to Egypt to 
establish the first Coptic church and from there many churches for all Copts 
and for all Christians throughout the world. 


e His biography is of great importance even for other churches. In Italy, 
for example in Venice, there is a great cathedral called "St. Mark". Almost 
everywhere we find a church of St. Mark. 


| S 


t. Mark is our beautiful 
share 
in Egypt and our wonderful 
evangelist who has 
introduced us to Christ. 
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The greatness of St: Mark, 


the annunciator of our country 


. The foot washing 
. The passover meal 
. The descent of the 
Holy Spirit 
. The prayer meeting 
The house 
of St. Mark 


His discipleship with Christ 


. Zealand enthusiasm 
. Patience 

. Self-denial 

. The love for prayer 


His fiery annunciation 


The legacy of St. Mark 


When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of 
Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many 
people had gathered and were praying. (Acts 12:12) 
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The greatness of St. Mark manifests itself in several 
aspects: 
First: The house of St. Mark 


He grew up in a prosperous area in Libya since his family was wealthy. He 
traveled from Libya to areas of Palestine. His mother Mary was a devoted 
person and her house was a place of worship and prayer. The most 
important events that took place in it included: 


1. The foot washing: Jesus Christ washed the feet of his disciples. 


2. The passover meal: Christ, glory be to him, celebrated the Passover 
feast there and established the sacrament of the Eucharist. 


3. The descent of the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit descended upon the 
disciples, apostles and believers. On the day of Pentecost, this house is 
considered the first church, since the church is the community of believers. 


4. The prayer meeting: The disciples, the apostles and the believers 
gathered for regular prayer in this place. 


e St. John Chrysostom says, "The family is an icon of the church." If this 
icon is holy and blessed, then its children will certainly be holy and blessed, 
and St. Mark grew up in such a holy icon. 


Second: His discipleship with Christ 

e When he moved from Africa, that is, from Libya to Palestine in Asia, it 
was a period of discipleship as a disciple of Christ. 
This happened in many phases, including: 


1. Learning by listening: He listened to Christ's teachings, parables and 
explanations and wrote his gospel from them. 


2. Learning from role models: Learning from role models is among the 
most efficient ways of education. St. Mark saw the life, behavior and 
actions of the Lord Christ. 
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3. Witnessing miracles: He witnessed how the Lord Christ worked His 
miracles. 


Third: His fiery annunciation 

e He came to Egypt and entered the city of Alexandria all by himself. 
What did he carry with him in this sermon that shows his greatness and 
spirituality? 

1. Strong faith: Alexandria was inhabited at that time by three quarters 
of a million people, people from different nationalities who worked in the 
fields of industry, trade and the army. Among them were slaves and 
masters, some of them Greeks, others Romans, Jews, Italians, Indians, 
Persians, people from Nubia and Ethiopia, who named Alexandria 
"cosmopolitan", or the "cosmopolitan city". The buildings in it belonged to 
different civilizations, making Alexandria seem like the cultural capital of 


the world. 


In this small world filled with different cultures, our St. Mark began to carry 
this strong faith within him, and set out on the long journey from Libya to 
Alexandria. His fuel was the book of Isaiah: "On that day there will be an 
altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt." (Isaiah 19:19) 


| wish we could have lived almost two thousand years ago and seen the city 
of Alexandria, and how his strong faith spread to all parts of Egypt 
throughout its long history. | believe St. Mark would also be very happy to 
see the abundant fruit that he offered through his strong faith and a true 
life in Christ. These became strong seeds of his presence in Alexandria and 


the spreading of his faith in Christ. 
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2. Zeal and enthusiasm: The way of LK 


Christianity to Alexandria through St. 5 — 
Mark was not decorated with roses h 
and silk. There were great difficulties The great one 
and the philosophical capital full of = ( builds success 


Soe philosophies and doctrines upon success. 
certainly was a great challenge for 


| 
him. But God arranged everything for The greater one | 
him and because St. Mark was patient builds success 


and did not despair or got easily | 7 
discouraged, he succeeded in on failure. 


preaching to the people of Alexandria. _—— 


This shows the extent of St. Mark's 
greatness. 


3. Patience: The proper use of time and the age itself are two of the 
most important factors for success. The time or the passing of time is 
what shows fruits. 


e One of the characteristics of our church is that its prayers are long, for 
example, the two or three hour liturgy, the vesper prayer and the midnight 
praises. And so this spiritual life that man lives needs "time" so that he can 
benefit from it. 

e St. Mark was persistent and worked for along time, and therefore the 
fruit was abundant and his perseverance marked him with a true spirit of 
service. St. Mark used the terms "time" and "immediately" 32 times in his 
Gospel. At the end of St. Mark's Gospel, you get the sense that you had a 
lot of endurance because it is a short Gospel and quickly reports the many 
events of Christ's life. He moves from point to point in perseverance 
without wasting time. 

e The diligent servant has no end (no expiration date). He serves until 
the last breath in endurance and patience and keeps working with diligence 
and perseverance. 
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4. Self-denial: He denied himself in everything he did. One of the quotes 
he mentioned from the Lord Christ was, "If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Mark 8:34). 


5. The love for prayer: He mentioned many prayers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, including: 


"Watch and pray, lest you fall into temptation." (Mark 14:38) 


Fourth: The legacy of St. Mark 
1. The gospel: It is unique in that it begins with "the beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God". 


2. The school: The theological school in Alexandria in all its aspects. 
3. The liturgy: Nowadays known as the "Cyrillic liturgy". 


4. The church: The Coptic Orthodox Church, the church of Egypt. 
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J be chureh 


is my mother 


LORD, HAVE LOVED THE 
HABITATION OF THY HOUSE, AND 
THE PLACE WHERE THINE 
BONOUR DWELLETH. 
PSALM 26:8 


